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COLORADO NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM

NATURAL COMMUNITY OCCURRENCE FIELD FORM

COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY-WARNER COLLEGE OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Please submit copies of personal/agency field data forms, digital data (GIS or spreadsheet), or this field form to:

CNHP, 1474 Campus Delivery, Fort Collins, CO 80523 or Jodie.Bell@colostate.edu  (970) 491-3280
(For a list of elements tracked by CNHP, refer to http://www.cnhp.colostate.edu/download/list.asp)
Element Scientific Name:       
Survey Date:       (yyyy-mm-dd)

Observer(s) Name & Affiliation:      
Observer(s) Address & Phone Number:      
Locational Information  (REQUIRED)
(Provide a photocopy of map with location of the occurrence marked or outlined)

USGS Quadrangle Name:      
Surveysite Name (from 7.5’ quad):      
County:      
Elevation (range if applicable):          FORMCHECKBOX 
 feet   FORMCHECKBOX 
 meters

Legal Description:   Township:      
  Range:         Section:        ¼ Sec:      
Additional T/R/S, Sections or ¼ Secs:      
Coordinates:  UTM Zone:   FORMCHECKBOX 
 12
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 13
  Northing:        Easting:       
Datum:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NAD27     FORMCHECKBOX 
 NAD83
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 WGS84
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:       
GPS accuracy (if known):         
    FORMCHECKBOX 
 autonomous (uncorrected)      FORMCHECKBOX 
 differentially corrected 
   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      
Directions (REQUIRED)
Driving and hiking directions and prominent topographical features:      
Survey Information
EO Data (community description):      
Element Occurrence Data and Ranking Factors

Size of Observed Feature:        acres   (If Linear area:  Length:       (m) Width:       (m))
Size Comments:      
Condition Comments (development/maturity, weedy, etc.):        
Landscape Context Comments (structure, condition, development/maturity and extent of surrounding landscape; abiotic physical/chemical factors):       
Community Information & Data

General Description (general surroundings description, environmental information, etc.):      
Aspect:       degrees

Slope:       % or degrees (circle one)
Geology Comments:      
Soil Comments:      
Quantitative Method:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 None     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Plot     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Plotless 
Plot Code:      
Protection Comments (Comments on any legal protections or strategies proposed or in place):      
Management Comments (e.g. effects on population viability due to mining, recreation, grazing, exotic species; etc. past/present/future recommendations):      
Predominant Land Uses:      
Exotic Species:      
Ownership

Owner Type:   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Private   FORMCHECKBOX 
 USFS
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 BLM   FORMCHECKBOX 
 State   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Military   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Indian   FORMCHECKBOX 
 BuRec   FORMCHECKBOX 
 NPS  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      
Owner Name (or National Forest, BLM District, etc.):      
Owner Comments (special requests, permissions, circumstances):      
Documentation

Photographs Taken:   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Y
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 N    Photographer:         Photo Number(s):         Repository:       
	Strata:

T1 Emergent                     H1Graminoids    

T2 Canopy                        H2 Forbs

T3 Sub-canopy                 H3 Ferns

S1 Tall shrub                    H4 Seedlings

S2 Short shrub                  N Non-vascular

S3 Dwarf-shrub                V Vine/liana
	 Height class for Strata: 

01  <0.5 m                                  06  10-15 m

02  0.5-1 m                                 07  15-20 m

03  1-2 m                                    08  20-35 m

04  2-5 m                                    09  25-50 m

05  5-10 m                                  10  > 50 m


	Cover Scale for Strata:

T  0-1%                                         5 >45-55%

P  >1-5%                                       6  >55-65%

1  >5-15%                                     7  >65-75%

2  >15-25%                                   8  >75-85%

3  >25-35%                                   9  >85-95%

4  >35-45%                                   10  >95%


Species Composition - Dominant Species (mark diagnostics with *)

	Stratum
	Scientific Name
	Cover Class

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     


General Community Structure

	Stratum
	Height Class
	Cover Class

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     


Percent Ground Cover (Sum = 100%)
      Litter / duff
      Wood (> 1 cm)
      Bare soil
      Sand (0.1-2 mm)


      Small rocks (0.2-10 cm)
      Large rocks (> 10 cm)
      Bedrock

      Water

      Moss

      Cryptogram

      Lichen
      Basal area

      Other
General Comments
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