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IDENTIFIERS

Site ID  1667 Site Class PCA

Site Alias Peanut Lake Ridge

Network of Conservation Areas (NCA)

NCA Site ID NCA Site NameNCA Site Code

S.USCOHP*5778 1956 Sangre de Cristo

LOCATORS

United StatesNation 380639NLatitude

ColoradoState Longitude 1054525W

Quad NameQuad Code

Electric Peak38105-B6

Mirage38105-A7

Rito Alto Peak38105-A6

County

Saguache (CO)

Watershed Code Watershed Name

13010003 San Luis

SITE DESCRIPTION

 2,460.00 8,072.00 MetersFeetMinimum Elevation

Maximum Elevation Feet Meters 12,524.00  3,817.00

Site Description

The Wild Cherry canyon site designates a 2,060 acre watershed draining the western slope of the northern 

Sangre de Cristo Mountains. Site elevations range from 12,524 feet (3,819 meters) at the upper edge of the 

lake basin to 8,072 feet (2,462 meters) at the western boundary below the mouth of the canyon. Wild Cherry 

Lake basin, at the head of the watershed, contains alpine wetlands which harbor several species of sedges 

(Carex spp.) and willows (Salix spp.), as well as elephantella (Pedicularis groenlandica), rose crown (Sedum 

rhodanthum), star gentian (Swertia perennis), and the state imperiled Altai cottongrass (Eriophorum altaicum 

var. neogaeum). Below the lake basin, the canyon narrows and supports a large aspen (Populus tremuloides) 

forest. The understory is dominated by red-osier dogwood (Cornus sericea) near the stream and wild rose 

(Rosa woodsii) and forbs farther upslope. On the alluvial fan below the canyon mouth, the riparian forest is 

flanked by woodlands of Rocky Mountain juniper (Juniperus scopulorum) and Gambel oak (Quercus 

gambelii), creating a structurally diverse riparian ecosystem which extends approximately one mile west from 

the Sangre de Cristo mountain front. The setting and hydrology of this site appear largely pristine. A pack trail 

follows the north side of Wild Cherry Creek from the canyon mouth to the lake basin. Invasive species, such 

as soft brome (Bromus inermis) and Kentucky bluegrass (Poa pratensis) are present along the trail corridor 

but did not appear widespread in the canyon. A single house is located next to the creek at the extreme west 

end of the site.

Key Environmental Factors

No Data

Climate Description

No Data

Land Use History

No Data

Cultural Features

No Data

SITE DESIGN

P - Partial 02/16/1998Mapped DateSite Map

Designer Sarr, D.A.

Boundary Justification

The site boundaries are drawn to protect the floodplain of Wild Cherry Creek, and valley toeslopes within 1/8 

mile of the stream which contribute surface runoff to the stream channel. In the glaciated headwater basin, all 
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valley bottom wetlands were included. Although not contained in the present site boundary, contributory 

sub-watersheds should be managed to avoid downstream impacts to elements in the Wild Cherry Creek site. 

The site boundary was based on initial aerial photo analysis, a field visit by a CNHP wetland ecologist, and 

subsequent corroboration with satellite imagery.

Primary Area  2,063.45 Acres  835.05 Hectares

SITE SIGNIFICANCE

Biodiversity Significance Rank B4: Moderate Biodiversity Significance

Biodiversity Significance Comments

The Wild Cherry Canyon site contains the Sangre de Cristo region's only known occurrence of Altai 

cottongrass (Eriophorum altaicum var. neogaeum). Altai cottongrass is an alpine wetland plant with a 

geographically broad, but sporadic, distribution through the higher ranges of the Rocky Mountain states. It 

occurs from Alaska and British Columbia south to the Uinta Mountains of Utah and several ranges of 

western Colorado. This stand is disjunct by nearly 100 miles from Hinsdale and Park County populations to 

the west and north, respectively. A good example of a quaking aspen / red-osier dogwood ( Populus 

tremuloides / Cornus sericea) community fills the lower canyon. This plant association occurs in Montana 

(Hansen et al. 1988), Utah (Padgett et al. 1989), and Colorado (Colorado Natural Heritage Program 1997). 

In Colorado, this plant association is known from only three stands, but is estimated to be somewhat more 

common. The association typically occurs in deep, narrow valleys along banks of low order streams. Gray's 

peak whitlow-grass (Draba grayana) has been historically reported from higher elevations of the site in 1942. 

Gray's peak whitlow-grass is a Colorado endemic scattered along the eastern crest of the southern Rocky 

Mountains. It inhabits talus slopes in crevices between rocks or other protected sites (Spackman et al. 

1997). This plant was not censused in 1997, and viability or persistence of this population is presently 

unknown.

Other Values Rank No Data

Other Values Comments

No Data

LAND MANAGMENT ISSUES

No Data
Land Use Comments

Natural Hazard Comments

No Data

Exotics Comments

No Data

Offsite

No Data

Information Needs

Should this be a fish-free or cutthroat lake?

ASSOCIATED ELEMENTS OF BIODIVERSITY

State Common Name

Global 

Rank

State 

Rank

Element

 State ID State Scientific Name

Driving 

Site Rank

Gray's Peak whitlow-grass G2 S2 17794 NoDraba grayana

Altai cottongrass G4?T3T4 S3 21874 YesEriophorum altaicum var. neogaeum

REFERENCES

Reference ID Full Citation

 - No Data

                                                                           ADDITIONAL TOPICS

No Data

Additional Topics

VERSION

02/16/1998Version Date

Version Author Sarr, D.A.
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These data are a product and property of Colorado State University, Colorado Natural Heritage Program

(CNHP). These data are strictly "on loan" and should be considered "works in progress". Data maintained in

the Colorado Natural Heritage Program database are an integral part of ongoing research at CSU and reflect

the observations of many scientists, institutions and our current state of knowledge. These data are acquired

from various sources, with varying levels of accuracy, and are continually being updated and revised. Many

areas have never been surveyed and the absence of data in any particular geographic area does not

necessarily mean that species or ecological communities of concern are not present. These data should not be

regarded as a substitute for on-site surveys required for environmental assessments. Absence of evidence is

NOT evidence of absence. Absence of any data does not mean that other resources of special concern do not

occur, but rather CNHP files do not currently contain information to document this presence. CNHP is not

responsible for whether other, non-CNHP data providers have secured landowner permission for data

collected.

These data are provided for non-commercial purposes only. Under no circumstances are data to be

distributed in any fashion to outside parties. To ensure accurate application of data, tabular and narrative

components must be evaluated in conjunction with spatial components. Failure to do so constitutes a misuse

of the data. The Colorado Natural Heritage Program shall have no liability or responsibility to the data users, or

any other person or entity with respect to liability, loss, or damage caused or alleged to be caused directly or

indirectly by the data, including but not limited to any interruption of service, loss of business, anticipatory

profits or indirect, special, or consequential damages resulting from the use of operation of the data. Data

users hereby agree to hold CNHP, Colorado State University, and the State of Colorado harmless from any

claim, demand, cause of action, loss, damage or expense from or related to data users use of or reliance on

the data, regardless of the cause or nature thereof, and even in the event that such cause is attributable to the

negligence or misconduct of CNHP.

These data are provided on an as-is basis, as-available basis without warranties of any kind, expressed or

implied, INCLUDING (BUT NOT LIMITED TO) WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A

PARTICULAR PURPOSE, AND NON-INFRINGEMENT. Although CNHP maintains high standards of data

quality control, CNHP, Colorado State University, and the State of Colorado further expressly disclaim any

warranty that the data are error-free or current as of the date supplied
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