Level 4 Potential Conservation Area (PCA) Report
Name West Dolores River at Deadman Draw Site Code S.USCOHP*25392

IDENTIFIERS
Site ID 2218 Site Class PCA

Site Alias None

Network of Conservation Areas (NCA)

NCA Site ID NCA Site Code NCA Site Name
- No Data
LOCATORS
Nation  United States Latitude 374445N
State Colorado Longitude  1080838W

Quad Code Quad Name

37108-F2 Clyde Lake
37108-G2 Groundhog Mountain

County
Dolores (CO)

Watershed Code Watershed Name

14030002 Upper Dolores

SITE DESCRIPTION
Minimum Elevation - Feet - Meters
Maximum Elevation - Feet - Meters

Site Description
West Dolores River at Deadman Draw site surrounds the West Dolores River from Geyser Creek to Johnny
Bull Creek. The West Dolores River flows through a moderately wide valley at the base of steep slopes. The
river is moderately sinuous with large point bars, beaver enhanced wetlands, and a wide floodplain. Tall,
mature clusters of Colorado blue spruce (Picea pungens) are scattered throughout the site. Strapleaf willow
(Salix ligulifolia) and mountain willow (Salix monticola) dominate the large riparian shrubland. Thinleaf alder
(Alnus incana) is abundant with associated species such as Geyer's willow (Salix geyeriana), whitestem
gooseberry (Ribes inerme), roundleaf snowberry (Symphoricarpos rotundifolius), twinberry honeysuckle
(Lonicera involucrata), and river hawthorn (Crataegus rivularis). The herbaceous understory is dominated by
non-native grasses such as Kentucky bluegrass (Poa pratensis), timothy (Phleum pratense), and smooth
brome (Bromus inermis). Other native graminoids include Baltic rush (Juncus balticus), beaked sedge (Carex
utriculata), small wing sedge (Carex microptera), and redtop (Agrostis sp.). Mesic forbs are abundant
including goldenglow (Rucbeckia ampla), false Solomon's seal (Maianthemum stellatum), Virginia strawberry
(Fragaria virginiana), Richardson's geranium (Geranium richardsonii), large leafed avens (Geum
macrophyllum), fleabane (Erigeron sp.), Jacob's ladder (Polemonium foliosissimum), and Fendler's cowbane
(Oxypolis fendleri). Scouring rush horsetail (Hippochaete hyemalis subsp. affinis) and field horsetail
(Equisetum arvense) occupy the bare gravelly soils within the floodplain. Common dandelion (Taraxacum
officinale) occurs frequently in the herbaceous understory as well as other weedy species including black
medic (Medicago lupulina), red clover (Trifolium pratense), and oxeye daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare). The
area is used for recreation including hiking, camping and fishing. Agricultural fields are downstream of the site
support dense stands of oxeye daisy. Soils are derived from alluvium and vary throughout the site. Soil
sampled has a shallow mineral horizon of clay loam with little organic matter, over alluvium.

Key Environmental Factors
No Data

Climate Description
No Data

Land Use History
No Data

Cultural Features
No Data

SITE DESIGN
Site Map Y -Yes Mapped Date  11/11/2004
Designer March, M.A.
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Boundary Justification

The boundaries incorporate an area that encompasses the element occurrences, and immediate upstream
watershed that buffer hydrologic processes necessary for the viability of the element occurrences. Natural
fluvial processes such as seasonal flooding, sediment deposition and beaver activity will help maintain
succession and viable populations of the elements along West Dolores River (Hansen et al. 1995; The
Nature Conservancy 1996; Sanderson and Kettler 1996; Cooper and Cottrell 1990). The boundary also
provides a buffer from trails, the road, hay meadows, and campsites where surface runoff may contribute
excess nutrients, sediment and weed invasion. It should be noted that all hydrologic processes necessary for
wetland viability are not contained within the site boundaries.

Primary Area 376.34 Acres 152.30 Hectares
SITE SIGNIFICANCE
Biodiversity Significance Rank B3: High Biodiversity Significance

Biodiversity Significance Comments

The site supports a fair (C-ranked) occurrence of the globally imperiled to globally vulnerable (G2G3/S2S3)
riparian willow carr, Salix ligulifolia shrubland.

Other Values Rank No Data

Other Values Comments
No Data

LAND MANAGMENT ISSUES

Land Use Comments
No Data

Natural Hazard Comments
No Data

Exotics Comments
Oxeye daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare) is dense on private property adjacent to the willow shrubland.

Offsite
No Data
Information Needs
No Data
ASSOCIATED ELEMENTS OF BIODIVERSITY

Element Global State

State ID State Scientific Name State Common Name Rank Rank

24155 Salix ligulifolia Shrubland Montane Willow Carr G2G3 S2S3
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Disclaimer

These data are a product and property of Colorado State University, Colorado Natural Heritage Program
(CNHP). These data are strictly "on loan" and should be considered "works in progress". Data maintained in
the Colorado Natural Heritage Program database are an integral part of ongoing research at CSU and reflect
the observations of many scientists, institutions and our current state of knowledge. These data are acquired
from various sources, with varying levels of accuracy, and are continually being updated and revised. Many
areas have never been surveyed and the absence of data in any particular geographic area does not
necessarily mean that species or ecological communities of concern are not present. These data should not be
regarded as a substitute for on-site surveys required for environmental assessments. Absence of evidence is
NOT evidence of absence. Absence of any data does not mean that other resources of special concern do not
occur, but rather CNHP files do not currently contain information to document this presence. CNHP is not
responsible for whether other, non-CNHP data providers have secured landowner permission for data
collected.

These data are provided for non-commercial purposes only. Under no circumstances are data to be
distributed in any fashion to outside parties. To ensure accurate application of data, tabular and narrative
components must be evaluated in conjunction with spatial components. Failure to do so constitutes a misuse
of the data. The Colorado Natural Heritage Program shall have no liability or responsibility to the data users, or
any other person or entity with respect to liability, loss, or damage caused or alleged to be caused directly or
indirectly by the data, including but not limited to any interruption of service, loss of business, anticipatory
profits or indirect, special, or consequential damages resulting from the use of operation of the data. Data
users hereby agree to hold CNHP, Colorado State University, and the State of Colorado harmless from any
claim, demand, cause of action, loss, damage or expense from or related to data users use of or reliance on
the data, regardless of the cause or nature thereof, and even in the event that such cause is attributable to the
negligence or misconduct of CNHP.

These data are provided on an as-is basis, as-available basis without warranties of any kind, expressed or
implied, INCLUDING (BUT NOT LIMITED TO) WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A
PARTICULAR PURPOSE, AND NON-INFRINGEMENT. Although CNHP maintains high standards of data
quality control, CNHP, Colorado State University, and the State of Colorado further expressly disclaim any
warranty that the data are error-free or current as of the date supplied
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