
Level 4 Potential Conservation Area (PCA) Report
Eagle Rock Ranch at Chalk BluffsName Site Code S.USCOHP*6176

IDENTIFIERS

Site ID  764 Site Class PCA

Site Alias Eagle Rock Ranch

Network of Conservation Areas (NCA)

NCA Site ID NCA Site NameNCA Site Code

 - No Data

LOCATORS

United StatesNation 405619NLatitude

ColoradoState Longitude 1043726W

Quad NameQuad Code

Chalk Bluffs East40104-H5

Chalk Bluffs West40104-H6

County

Weld (CO)

Watershed Code Watershed Name

10190008 Lone Tree-Owl

10190009 Crow

SITE DESCRIPTION

 -   -  MetersFeetMinimum Elevation

Maximum Elevation Feet Meters -   -  

Site Description

The Eagle Rock Ranch occupies 29,000 acres on the high plains of Colorado. The landscape is characterized 

by rolling grasslands that are broken by steep sandstone bluffs known as the Chalk Bluffs. The bluffs support 

several rare or vulnerable plant species and are dominated by mat-forming cushion plants. The bluffs and cliff 

sides provide nesting sites for several hawks, falcons, and eagles. Rolling to flatter areas are mostly 

dominated by a mixed-grass or mid-grass or mid-grass prairie. The dominant plant association is 

Stipa-comata-Bouteloua gracilis grasslands with many acres in good condition. The steep slopes and bluffs 

support Cercocarpus montanus/Stipa shrublands, also in good to excellent condition. At the bases of many 

bluffs and ridges is a plant community dominated by Bouteloua curtipendula and Schizachrium scoparium with 

Yucca glauca common and occasional Pinus ponderosa. Porcupines have killed numerous pine trees and 

browsed on almost every tree to some level. Two primary streams dissect the ranch, Geary Creek and 

Simpson Creek, supporting riparian communities dominated by Salix amygdaloides. One large 

sedge-dominated wetland occurs in the floodplain of Geary Creek. Several reservoirs exist on the creeks, one 

supporting populations of state vulnerable fishes. The Eagle Rock Ranch is an active cattle ranch with a 

ranchhouse/home and several outbuildings near Eagle Rock Spring. Generally, cattle are grazed on the ranch 

from May to October. Numerous windmills provide water to livestock on other parts of the ranch. The cattle 

seem to concentrate in the riparian areas and around the windmills and have degraded the plant communities 

of those areas. This has left much of the uplands on the ranch in good condition.

Key Environmental Factors

No Data

Climate Description

No Data

Land Use History

Plains Indians occupied the high plains of Colorado and left few permanent monuments. We know that traders 

first occupied the area in the early 19th Century with little observable record. In the late 1800's, Ben Ketcham 

occcuped the ranch, beginning its long history of livestock production. Mark Cox arrived in 1908, soon 

thereafter marrying May Ketcham and forming the family business. Descendants of Mark and May continue 

operating the ranch today. The ranch is observably grazed, but is maintained not as short grass, but rather as 

mid-grass prairie. A few areas have apparently been plowed for dry wheat, but have now been replanted to 

grasses.

Cultural Features

No Data
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SITE DESIGN

Y - Yes 11/17/1996Mapped DateSite Map

Designer Kettler, S.M.

Boundary Justification

The boundary was drawn to include large populations of vulnerable plants, good condition parts of the plant 

communities, and the ferruginous hawk nest site and is considered a large enough area to allow simulation of 

natural processes of grazing and fire. Little specific information is available to confirm that the boundary 

adequately encompasses the amount of land necessary for this type of fire and grazing management.

Primary Area  12,818.62 Acres  5,187.53 Hectares

SITE SIGNIFICANCE

Biodiversity Significance Rank B3: High Biodiversity Significance

Biodiversity Significance Comments

The site contains an A-ranked (excellent) occurrence of a globally vulnerable (G3S2) element, a fair example 

of a globally imperiled (G2S2) natural community, and a concentration of state-rare species, many in 

excellent condition.

Other Values Rank No Data

Other Values Comments

No Data

LAND MANAGMENT ISSUES

No Data
Land Use Comments

Natural Hazard Comments

No Data

Exotics Comments

No Data

Offsite

No Data

Information Needs

No Data

ASSOCIATED ELEMENTS OF BIODIVERSITY

State Common Name

Global 

Rank

State 

Rank

Element

 State ID State Scientific Name

Driving 

Site Rank

plains milkvetch G5 S1 17016 NoOrophaca triphylla

mountain cat's-eye G5 S2 17096 NoOreocarya cana

Great Plains Mixed Grass Prairies 

(Sandstone/Gravel Breaks)

G3 S2 24967 YesSchizachyrium scoparium - Bouteloua 

curtipendula Western Great Plains Herbaceous 

Vegetation

dog parsley G3 S1 18877 YesAletes nuttallii

dog parsley G3 S1 18877 YesAletes nuttallii

Wyoming feverfew G3 S3 23117 YesBolophyta alpina

Ferruginous Hawk G4 S3B,S4N 19973 NoButeo regalis

Montane Grasslands G5 S2S3 24787 NoStipa comata - Bouteloua gracilis Herbaceous 

Vegetation

Mixed Foothill Shrublands G2 S2 24531 YesCercocarpus montanus / Hesperostipa comata 

Shrubland

REFERENCES

Reference ID Full Citation

 - No Data

                                                                           ADDITIONAL TOPICS

No Data

Additional Topics
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VERSION

11/17/1996Version Date

Version Author Kettler, S.M.

Disclaimer

These data are a product and property of Colorado State University, Colorado Natural Heritage Program

(CNHP). These data are strictly "on loan" and should be considered "works in progress". Data maintained in

the Colorado Natural Heritage Program database are an integral part of ongoing research at CSU and reflect

the observations of many scientists, institutions and our current state of knowledge. These data are acquired

from various sources, with varying levels of accuracy, and are continually being updated and revised. Many

areas have never been surveyed and the absence of data in any particular geographic area does not

necessarily mean that species or ecological communities of concern are not present. These data should not be

regarded as a substitute for on-site surveys required for environmental assessments. Absence of evidence is

NOT evidence of absence. Absence of any data does not mean that other resources of special concern do not

occur, but rather CNHP files do not currently contain information to document this presence. CNHP is not

responsible for whether other, non-CNHP data providers have secured landowner permission for data

collected.

These data are provided for non-commercial purposes only. Under no circumstances are data to be

distributed in any fashion to outside parties. To ensure accurate application of data, tabular and narrative

components must be evaluated in conjunction with spatial components. Failure to do so constitutes a misuse

of the data. The Colorado Natural Heritage Program shall have no liability or responsibility to the data users, or

any other person or entity with respect to liability, loss, or damage caused or alleged to be caused directly or

indirectly by the data, including but not limited to any interruption of service, loss of business, anticipatory

profits or indirect, special, or consequential damages resulting from the use of operation of the data. Data

users hereby agree to hold CNHP, Colorado State University, and the State of Colorado harmless from any

claim, demand, cause of action, loss, damage or expense from or related to data users use of or reliance on

the data, regardless of the cause or nature thereof, and even in the event that such cause is attributable to the

negligence or misconduct of CNHP.

These data are provided on an as-is basis, as-available basis without warranties of any kind, expressed or

implied, INCLUDING (BUT NOT LIMITED TO) WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A

PARTICULAR PURPOSE, AND NON-INFRINGEMENT. Although CNHP maintains high standards of data

quality control, CNHP, Colorado State University, and the State of Colorado further expressly disclaim any

warranty that the data are error-free or current as of the date supplied
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