
Level 4 Potential Conservation Area (PCA) Report
Cross CreekName Site Code S.USCOHP1*2479

IDENTIFIERS

Site ID  583 Site Class PCA

Site Alias Cross And Fall Creek

Network of Conservation Areas (NCA)

NCA Site ID NCA Site NameNCA Site Code

S.USCOHP*4412 1308 Upper Eagle River

S.USCOHP*4413 1806 Upper Fryingpan

LOCATORS

United StatesNation 392855NLatitude

ColoradoState Longitude 1062819W

Quad NameQuad Code

Minturn39106-E4

Mount Jackson39106-D5

Mount of the Holy Cross39106-D4

Grouse Mountain39106-E5

County

Eagle (CO)

Watershed Code Watershed Name

14010004 Roaring Fork

14010003 Eagle

SITE DESCRIPTION

 2,446.02 8,025.00 MetersFeetMinimum Elevation

Maximum Elevation Feet Meters 14,000.00  4,267.00

Site Description

Cross Creek begins in the high peaks of the Sawatch Range in the Holy Cross Wilderness Area, managed by 

the White River National Forest. The creek runs in a north-northeasterly way. The headwaters begin on some 

of the highest peaks in Colorado: Holy Mountain at 14,005 feet and Mount Jackson at 13,670 feet. Numerous 

alpine and subalpine lakes occur in the upper basin of Cross Creek. Blodgett Lake, Treasure Vault Lake, Bowl 

of Tears, and Harvey Lake are in the upper reaches of Cross Creek. Glacially carved U-shaped valleys 

characterize the upper reaches of the valley. A meandering, slow-moving stream wanders from valley side to 

valley side supporting a large and extensive willow carr/sedge meadow complex. Salix planifolia and S. wolfii 

intermingle with Carex aquatilis, C. utriculata, Deschampsia cespitosa, Calamagrostis canadensis, and 

Eleocharis quinqueflora. Where the valley narrows, the creeks flow through a granite gorge with steep slopes 

and spectacular cliffs. Spruce-fir dominated slopes rise steeply to bare rock and tundra. The riparian 

vegetation within these narrow reaches resembles the slopes, except for a narrow strip of mesic forbs 

dominated by Mertensia ciliata, Senecio triangularis, and Cardamine cordifoia found along the creek bed. Most 

of the site is in pristine or near pristine condition. The water quality and riparian areas are in excellent 

condition. It is an exemplary high alpine and subalpine site supporting a rare and endemic subspecies of 

Colorado cutthroat trout.

Key Environmental Factors

No Data

Climate Description

No Data

Land Use History

No Data

Cultural Features

No Data

SITE DESIGN

Y - Yes 02/28/2000Mapped DateSite Map

Designer Rondeau, R.J. and K.K. Fayette
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Boundary Justification

The boundary delimits the extent of the Cross Creek watershed. In order to ensure adequate protection for 

the wetland complex and trout, the entire watershed must be considered; any activity occurring within the 

watershed boundary has the potential to impact the local hydrology and water quality and therefore the 

occurrences of trout and riparian communities. Lower portions of Cross Creek within the boundaries currently 

support populations of non-native cutthroat trout, rainbow trout, and brook trout, however, there exist barriers 

to preclude upstream migration of these non-natives into reaches where only natives occur. The downstream 

boundary was extended to encompass the nesting area for peregrine falcons. While the upstream portions of 

the site provide hunting areas for these falcons, the boundaries do not specifically address all potential 

foraging areas for the nesting pair.

Primary Area  18,901.49 Acres  7,649.19 Hectares

SITE SIGNIFICANCE

Biodiversity Significance Rank B3: High Biodiversity Significance

Biodiversity Significance Comments

This site contains an excellent occurrence of a plant community which is vulnerable on a global scale. It also 

contains an excellent occurrence of a fish subspecies which is globally vulnerable.

Other Values Rank V1 - Outstanding values

Other Values Comments

No Data

LAND MANAGMENT ISSUES

Most of the site is within Holy Cross Wilderness Area. Recreational trails exist in the area, but pose little threat 

to the unique elements of this system.

Land Use Comments

Natural Hazard Comments

No Data

Exotics Comments

No Data

Offsite

Hydrological processes originating outside of the planning boundary, including water quality, quantity, and 

timing, must be managed to maintain population and community viability.

Information Needs

No Data

ASSOCIATED ELEMENTS OF BIODIVERSITY

State Common Name

Global 

Rank

State 

Rank

Element

 State ID State Scientific Name

Driving 

Site Rank

Montane Riparian Forest G5 S4 24905 NoAbies lasiocarpa / Salix drummondiana Forest

Colorado River Cutthroat Trout G4T3 S3 21796 NoOncorhynchus clarkii pleuriticus

Lower Montane Willow Carrs G3 S3 24473 NoSalix drummondiana / Calamagrostis canadensis 

Shrubland

Montane Wet Meadows G5 S4 22745 NoCarex aquatilis Herbaceous Vegetation

Alpine Wetlands G4 S3S4 23155 NoEleocharis quinqueflora Herbaceous Vegetation

northern twayblade G4 S2 18558 NoListera borealis

Subalpine Riparian Willow Carr G4 S2S3 24805 NoSalix planifolia / Calamagrostis canadensis 

Shrubland

Lower Montane Willow Carrs G3 S3 24473 YesSalix drummondiana / Calamagrostis canadensis 

Shrubland

American Peregrine Falcon G4T4 S2B 21725 NoFalco peregrinus anatum

Montane Riparian Forests G5 S5 24480 NoAbies lasiocarpa / Mertensia ciliata Forest

Colorado River Cutthroat Trout G4T3 S3 21796 YesOncorhynchus clarkii pleuriticus

Colorado River Cutthroat Trout G4T3 S3 21796 YesOncorhynchus clarkii pleuriticus

REFERENCES

Reference ID Full Citation

 - No Data
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                                                                           ADDITIONAL TOPICS

No Data

Additional Topics

VERSION

02/28/2000Version Date

Version Author Rondeau, R.J. and K.K. Fayette

Disclaimer

These data are a product and property of Colorado State University, Colorado Natural Heritage Program

(CNHP). These data are strictly "on loan" and should be considered "works in progress". Data maintained in

the Colorado Natural Heritage Program database are an integral part of ongoing research at CSU and reflect

the observations of many scientists, institutions and our current state of knowledge. These data are acquired

from various sources, with varying levels of accuracy, and are continually being updated and revised. Many

areas have never been surveyed and the absence of data in any particular geographic area does not

necessarily mean that species or ecological communities of concern are not present. These data should not be

regarded as a substitute for on-site surveys required for environmental assessments. Absence of evidence is

NOT evidence of absence. Absence of any data does not mean that other resources of special concern do not

occur, but rather CNHP files do not currently contain information to document this presence. CNHP is not

responsible for whether other, non-CNHP data providers have secured landowner permission for data

collected.

These data are provided for non-commercial purposes only. Under no circumstances are data to be

distributed in any fashion to outside parties. To ensure accurate application of data, tabular and narrative

components must be evaluated in conjunction with spatial components. Failure to do so constitutes a misuse

of the data. The Colorado Natural Heritage Program shall have no liability or responsibility to the data users, or

any other person or entity with respect to liability, loss, or damage caused or alleged to be caused directly or

indirectly by the data, including but not limited to any interruption of service, loss of business, anticipatory

profits or indirect, special, or consequential damages resulting from the use of operation of the data. Data

users hereby agree to hold CNHP, Colorado State University, and the State of Colorado harmless from any

claim, demand, cause of action, loss, damage or expense from or related to data users use of or reliance on

the data, regardless of the cause or nature thereof, and even in the event that such cause is attributable to the

negligence or misconduct of CNHP.

These data are provided on an as-is basis, as-available basis without warranties of any kind, expressed or

implied, INCLUDING (BUT NOT LIMITED TO) WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A

PARTICULAR PURPOSE, AND NON-INFRINGEMENT. Although CNHP maintains high standards of data

quality control, CNHP, Colorado State University, and the State of Colorado further expressly disclaim any

warranty that the data are error-free or current as of the date supplied
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