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Q: What are wetlands?
 A: Lands that are wet most of the time.  
 Colorado is a pretty 

dry state, so wetlands 
here are extra special!

 Today we’re going to 
learn about two kinds
of wetlands, beaver 
ponds and fens.
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BEAVER PONDS

Q: “My, what big teeth you have!” 
Why do beavers need such big teeth?  
A: A lot of their favorite foods are trees!  

They eat the cambium, the tender layer 
between the bark and the wood.  



Q: How much wood would a beaver chuck?
 A: A lot!  Can you see the way 

beaver cut these willow stems off to 
eat them?  

 Beavers also eat their greens.  Do 
you?
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 A: They both build fortresses surrounded by moats to keep 
out their enemies.  Beavers build dams to turn small 
flowing streams into big ponds. They are better at 
swimming than running away from predators, so they are 
safer if they are surrounded by water.  

 They use sticks and mud to build a dam to make a pond 
and then build a lodge to live in the pond.  

 Conveniently, the sticks are their leftovers from dinner!

=

Q: What do beavers and kings have in common?  



Q: What’s good about beavers?
 A: Beaver dams create good habitat for plants and animals 

that like slow-moving water.  
 Frogs and toads like ponds to lay their eggs in, which hatch 

into tadpoles.  
 Dragonflies and damselflies like ponds because they are 

home to their food: mosquitoes and other insects.  
 Ducks and songbirds like ponds because they can hide 

their nests in the thick vegetation around the pond.  
 Beaver dams let some water through, so the stream doesn’t 

dry up below.  This way the plants and animals that prefer 
fast-moving water get to keep their habitat too.  
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Q: What happens when beavers leave?
 A: Eventually beavers run out of food next to the pond 

and move to a new area.  Then they aren’t there to repair 
their dams anymore.  The dams break and vegetation 
grows in where the pond was.

 Beaver dams and the vegetation that grows afterwards 
are both good at slowing down water.  Slowing it down 
makes sediment fall to the bottom, leaving downstream 
water cleaner, and it reduces dangerous floodwaters.  

bye-
bye!!



FENS
 Q: What’s a fen?
 A: A fen is a wetland that stays wet from groundwater 

(not from rain) with a peat layer at least 40 cm             
(a foot and 4 inches) deep.  

 The fact that a fen is always water-logged slows down 
the decay process.   Some dead plants that would 
otherwise break down completely to become soil, 
instead stick around as tiny pieces to form a squishy 
mat of peat.



Q: What do people do with peat?
 A: Peat from bogs in the northeastern U.S. and Canada 

is good for gardening, but mountain peat from Colorado 
fens isn’t as good, since it isn’t acidic like bog peat.  

 Plus it takes about 12,000 years for enough peat to build 
up to make a fen, so it would be a shame to use it up in 
just one day of gardening!



Q: What grows in Colorado fens?
 A: Fens are dominated by sedges, which are plants that look 

similar to grasses but have triangular instead of round stems.  
 Fens also have a few shrubs like willows and shrubby 

cinquefoil.  
 You can also see wildflowers like queen’s crown, marsh 

felwort, Jacob’s ladder, plus a little grass.
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REVIEW
 What did you learn about wetlands today? 
 Do you have any questions?  
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