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Cover photo: T. Wright Dickinson (Moffat County rancher), Geoff Blakeslee (The
Nature Conservancy), and Ren@ Rondeau (CNHP) contemplate the life history strategy
and impacts from grazing for the rare and €lusive narrow-leaf evening primrose
(Oenothera acutissima).



From the Director:

The worst of winter seems to be behind us, but | believe the

effects will be with usfor quite sometime - especialy in SE

Colorado, where one of the worst blizzards in history killed

thousands of cattle and left ranchers wondering if they could

survive the event. Herein Fort Collins we had one of the

coldest winters in decades, with snow staying on the ground for

anear record number of days. Isthisasign of global climate change? Does the weather pattern
just keep getting weirder and weirder? One of CNHP s staff calls global warming “global
weirdness.” He may have hit the nail onthe head. In addition to thinking about globa climate
change, we are forced to realize that by the year 2030, Colorado’ s population will likely increase
by about 50%. In response to these expected changesin our environment, we are working on
improving ways to prioritize conservation action and measure success. The recipe goes
something like this: understand the location and viability of our rare species and plant
communities as well as common or major ecosystems. Now add predictive modeling to help
anticipate what may happen to our landscapes in the next 30 to 50 years; define indicators that
can help monitor changes; and review the big picture. Thisiswhat we call our “Measuring
Colorado’ s Biodiversity Health and Conservation Success’ project, a partnership project with The
Nature Conservancy. Much of the information needed for this project existsin our centralized
conservation database, but additional data gathering and analysis are al'so needed. Some of this
new information was gathered from the other 40 projects described in this booklet.

CNHP’ s projects over the past year ranged from on-the-ground inventories and monitoring of our
rarest species and plant communities, to devel oping management plans for new open space lands,
to modeling potential habitat for rare species and more. These projects were done in consultation
and collaboration with many partners, including federal, state, and local governments, land trusts,
and private landowners. Our work was so diverse last year that it is extremely hard to touch on
all of the highlights, but 1’1l throw out the following tidbits to wet your appetite. Our inventory
projects discovered a new wetland plant species for Colorado, flatleaf bladderwort (Utricularia
intermedia), in the San Juan Mountains, and arare dragonfly, the bleached skimmer, in southeast
Colorado, only known from 15 other places in the world. We discovered new occurrences of
small mammals not seen for over 20 years, over 30 new locations of Arkansas Valley rare plants,
and three new boreal toad breeding sites. One of our small, but favorite projects was joining
hands with local ranchersto locate the rare and elusive narrow-leaf evening primrose (Oenothera
acutissima). Theloca ranchersin Moffat County invited us to help them understand more about
thisrare plant so that they might be able to protect it and thus keep it off the Endangered Species
list. It isthistype of communication and collaboration that brings us hope that through inventory,
planning, research, monitoring, and working together to put knowledge into action, we can adjust
our lifestylesin waysthat will benefit our natural heritage. The results of our 40 projects can also
be seen in our database, as we now have 19,800 (almost 4,000 new!) mapped locations of rare
elements and over 1,900 potential conservation areas.

As aways, please stop by if you are near our office—we have a new look!

Renée J. Rondeau
April 11, 2007



